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Baystate Organic Certifiers



[bookmark: _GoBack]Enclosed is the application packet for the Organic Plus Trust Inc.’s 100% Certified Grass-Fed Program offered by Baystate Organic Certifiers. Please familiarize yourself with the policies and procedures prior to completing the application forms. Both the Policies and Procedures and the Grass-Fed Standards can be found on Baystate’s website. Becoming familiar with the Grass-Fed Standards and the policies and procedures will help answer many of the questions you are sure to have. The electronic forms are available for download at www.baystateorganic.org or contact our office to have electronic copies emailed directly to you.

We have also included a checklist for filling out the grass-fed application packet. Following this checklist will guarantee that your application packet is complete when you submit it. All business-related information on the application forms will be kept strictly confidential.  If you have any questions about the application forms, or whether specific questions apply to your operation, feel free to contact any of the Baystate representatives listed on our website, and we will do our best to answer your questions. Some applicants find filling out the paperwork overwhelming; however, we are available to answer all of your questions about the application forms. Once your application has been received, you will be notified of its receipt and whether it is complete.  If the application is incomplete, you will be given a list of missing paperwork needed to make it complete. 

You can apply for grass-fed certification at any time, although the inspection will be conducted simultaneously with your organic certification inspection if you are a Baystate certified operation. If you are an organic operation certified by another accredited certification agency, you will most likely have two inspections – one for your organic certification by your accredited certification agency and another for your grass-fed certification by Baystate. 

Feel free to contact us with any questions or concerns and thank you for your interest in grass-fed certification through Baystate Organic Certifiers.

Sincerely,

								        [image: ]							
Don Franczyk
									Executive Director
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